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would be converted into molecular motion (or heat), and would be sufficient to reduce  the  bodies to a molten state.    But this incident, instead of interfering with the final aggregative process, would really hasten it: because the new united body would at once begin radiating off its heat into space, and onco more cool down to a mass of cold and inert molecules. In other words, all the remaining Energy of separation belonging to the satellite in virtue of its discrete condition, and all the remaining Kinetic Energy of its orbital motion, would thereupon be dissipated into the surrounding ether : and the united mass would continue  to  gravitate  slowly  towards  the  central sun.       What is thus probable of the satellites in relation to their primaries is equally probable of the planets in relation to the sun.    As their Energy of orbital motion is dissipated by ethereal friction, we conclude that they are drawing nearer and nearer, step by step, to the centre of our system.    And there is no reason to doubt that they will continue to do so until they each slowly aggregate with the central mass, converting  their  remaining  Energy  as  they clash together, into heat, which will itself go for a time to swell the volume of solar Energy, and will be radiated off like the  rest into  surrounding  space. Finally, when the sun has aggregated with himself ail the matter of the solar system, we may conclude